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FINAL REJECTION 



Status of the Claims 

Claims 1,3, 6-11 and 13-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Allard et al. (5,432,946). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,3, 6-11 and 13-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Allard et al. (5,432,946). 
Regarding claim 1: 
Allard teaches: 

a processing unit (Fig. 3 - 32); 

a power supply module (Fig. 2 - 90); 

a communication module for connecting with a network (Fig. 5-110 and col. 7 



lines 29-31); 
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a power supply line for connecting said power supply module to said processing 
unit (col. 5 lines 39-43 - the power supply supplies power to the components and 
therefore a power supply line is necessarily present); and 

a power control line for connecting said communication module and said power 
supply module (col. 7 lines 55-57), wherein said power supply module receives a 
power-on request via said power control line (col. 8 lines 33-35), and supplies power to 
said processing unit via said power supply line based on said power-on request (col. 8 
lines 33-35) 

wherein said communication module determines whether a received frame is 
destined to said network connectable equipment (col. 8 lines 22-27), and transmits said 
power-on request to said power supply module via said power control line if said 
received frame is destined to said network connectable equipment, (col. 8 lines 27-35) 
and 

wherein said power supply module is connected to an interrupt signal line for 
sending an interrupt signal to said processing unit, and sends said processing unit a 
request to start processing for turning off power via said interrupt signal line when a time 
period measured by a timer expires (col. 8 lines 41-45 - a timeout is a type of interrupt. 
The timeout starts the power down function of the system). 

Regarding claim 3: 
Allard teaches: 
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wherein said power supply module comprises: a switch for turning on and off 
power supplied to said processing unit (Fig. 4-101 and col. 6 lines 58-68); and a 
switch controller for controlling the switch (Fig. 4 - 91,92 and col. 6 lines 58-68), 
wherein said switch controller supplies power to said power supply line based on said 
power power-on request by controlling said switch (col. 6 line 51 -col. 7 line 8 and col. 8 
lines 27-35). 

Regarding claim 6: 
Allard teaches: 

wherein said power supply module supplies power to said communication 
module even if portions other than said communication module are in a power-off state 
(col. 7 lines 61-66). 

Regarding claim 7: 

Allard teaches: j 
a power control line (col. 7 lines 55-57)t 

a communication module connected to said power control line (Fig. 5-110 and 
col. 7 lines 29-31); 

a power supply line (col. 5 lines 39-43 - the power supply supplies power to the 
components and therefore a power supply line is necessarily present); 

a processing unit connected to said power supply line (Fig. 3-32 and col. 5 lines 
39-43); and 
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a power supply module (Fig. 2 - 90) connected to said power supply line and 
said power control line, wherein said power supply module receives a power-on request 
via said power control line (col. 8 lines 33-35), and supplies power to said processing 
unit via said power supply line based on said power-on request (col. 8 lines 33-35), 

wherein said communication module determines whether a received frame is 
destined to said network connectable equipment (col. 8 lines 22-27), and transmits said 
power-on request to said power supply module via said power control line if said 
received frame is destined to said network connectable equipment, (col. 8 lines 27-35) 
and 

wherein said power supply module is connected to an interrupt signal line for 
sending an interrupt signal to said processing unit, and sends said processing unit a 
request to start processing for turning off power via said interrupt signal line when a time 
period measured by a timer expires (col. 8 lines 41-45 - a timeout is a type of interrupt. 
The timeout starts the power down function of the system). 

Regarding claim 8: 
Allard teaches: 

wherein said power supply module supplies power to said communication 
module even if portions other than said communication module are in a power-off state 
(col. 7 lines 61-66). 



Regarding claim 9: 
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Allard teaches: 

wherein said communication module receives a frame transmitted from another 
network connectable equipment connected to a network (col. 8 lines 22-27), 
discriminates if the received frame is destined to said network connectable equipment 
(col. 8 lines 22-27), and if the received frame is destined to said network connectable 
equipment, transmits said power-on request to said power supply module via said 
power control line (col. 8 lines 27-35). 

Regarding claim 10: 
Allard teaches: 

a communication module connected to said network (Fig. 5-110 and col. 7 lines 
29-31); 

a power supply module for supplying power to said communication module (Fig. 
2-90 and col. 7 lines 61 -66); 

a power supply control line connected to said communication module and said 
power supply module (col. 7 lines 55-57); 

a power supply line connected to said first equipment and said power supply 
module (col. 5 lines 39-43 - the power supply supplies power to the components and 
therefore a power supply line is necessarily present), 

wherein said communication module receives a frame transmitted from a second 
equipment connected to said network (col. 8 lines 22-27), discriminates if the received 
frame is destined to said first equipment (col. 8 lines 22-27), and transmits a power-on 
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request to said power supply module via said power control line upon determination that 
said received frame is destined to said first equipment (col. 8 lines 27-35), 

wherein said power supply module enables power to be supplied to said first 
equipment in response to said power-on request via said power supply line (col. 8 lines 
33-35) and is connected to an interrupt signahline for sending an interrupt signal to said 
first equipment (col. 8 lines 41-450, and t 

wherein said power supply module sends said first equipment a request to start 
processing for turning off power via said interrupt signal line when a time period 
measured by a timer expires (col. 8 lines 41-45 - a timeout is a type of interrupt. The 
timeout starts the power down function of the system). 

Regarding claim 11: 
Allard teaches: 

A power supply module (Fig. 2 - 90), included in a network connectable 
equipment having a processing unit (Fig. 3 - 32) and a communication module (Fig. 5 - 
110), comprising: 

wherein said power supply module is connectable to a power control line which is 
connected to said communication module and is connectable to a power supply line 
(col. 7 lines 55-57) which is connected to said processing unit (col. 5 lines 39-43 - the 
power supply supplies power to the components and therefore a power supply line is 
necessarily present), 
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wherein when said power supply module receives power-on request from said 
communication module via said power control line, said power supply module supplies 
power to said processing unit via said power supply line based on said power-on 
request (col. 8 lines 33-35), 

wherein said communication module determines whether a received frame is 
destined to said network connectable equipment (col. 8 lines 22-27), and transmits said 
power-on request to said power supply module via said power control line if said 
received frame is destined to said network connectable equipment, (col. 8 lines 27-35) 
and 

wherein said power supply module is connected to an interrupt signal line for 
sending an interrupt signal to said processing unit, and sends said processing unit a 
request to start processing for turning off power via said interrupt signal line when a time 
period measured by a timer expires (col. 8 lines 41-45 - a timeout is a type of interrupt. 
The timeout starts the power down function of the system). 

Regarding claim 13: 
Allard teaches: 

a storage unit (Fig. 3 - 38); j 
a display unit (Fig. 1 - 1 1 ); 

a network controller for connecting said information processing apparatus to a 
network (Fig. 5-110); 
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a processing unit for executing processing in accordance with contents of 
processing stored in said storage unit (Fig. 3 - 32); 

a power supply controller for supplying said network controller with electric power 
even if said information processing apparatus remains in a power-off state (Fig. 2-90 
and col. 7 lines 61-66); and 

a power supply switch controller (Fig. 4-91 ,92 and col. 6 lines 58-68) for 
instructing a power-on state of said information processing apparatus when said 
network controller receives a frame from said network and determines that said frame is 
destined for said information processing apparatus while said information processing 
apparatus remains in the power-off state (col. 8 lines 22-27), thus turning said 
information processing apparatus from the power-off state to the power-on state (col. 8 
lines 27-35); and 

a timer being connected to said power supply switch controller (col. 7 lines 53- 

57), 

wherein said power supply switch controller is connected to an interrupt signal 
line for sending an interrupt signal to said processing unit and sends said processing 
unit a request to start processing for turning off power via said interrupt signal line when 
a time period measured by said timer expires (col. 8 lines 41-45 - a timeout is a type of 
interrupt. The timeout starts the power down function of the system). 

Regarding claim 14: 
Allard teaches: 



Application/Control Number: 10/659,292 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2113 

wherein said network controller identifies whether the received frame is to turn 
said information processing apparatus to the power-on state (col. 8 lines 22-27). 

Regarding claim 15: 
Allard teaches: 

wherein said power supply switch controller is included in said power supply 
controller (Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 16: 
Allard teaches: 

a communication module for connecting with a network (Fig. 5-110); 

a power supply line for connecting said power supply module to a processing unit 
(col. 7 lines 55-57 and col. 5 lines 39-43 - the power supply supplies power to the 
components and therefore a power supply line is necessarily present); and 

a power control line for connecting a power supply module to said 
communication module (col. 7 lines 61-66), 

wherein said communication module determines whether a received frame is 
destined to said network connectable equipment (col. 8 lines 22-27), and transmits said 
power-on request to said power supply module via said power control line if said 
received frame is destined to said network connectable equipment, (col. 8 lines 27-35) 
and 
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wherein said power supply module supplies power to said communication 
module via said power supply line (col. 7 lines 61-66) and is connected to an interrupt 
signal line for sending an interrupt signal to said processing unit, further said power 
supply module sends said processing unit a request to start processing for turning off 
power via said interrupt signal line when a time period measured by a timer expires (col. 
8 lines 41-45 - a timeout is a type of interrupt. The timeout starts the power down 
function of the system). 

Regarding claim 17: 
Allard teaches: 

a processing unit connected to said power supply line (Fig. 3-32 and col. 5 lines 
39-43 - the power supply supplies power to the components and therefore a power 
supply line is necessarily present). 

Regarding claim 18: 
Allard teaches: 

wherein said power supply module supplies power to said communication 
module even if portions other than said communication module are in a power-off state 
(col. 7 lines 61-66). 

Regarding claim 19: 
Allard teaches: 
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a power control line for connecting said communication module and said power 
supply module (col. 7 lines 55-57), and 

wherein said power supply module supplies power to said processing unit via 
said power supply unit based on a power-on request sent from said communication 
module even if portions other than said communication module are in a power-off state 
(col. 7 lines 61-66 and col. 8 lines 22-35). 

Regarding claim 20: 

Allard teaches: 

a power unit (Fig. 2 - 90); 

a power supply controller (Fig. 4-91 ,92); 

a first line for connecting said power unit and said power supply controller (Fig. 4 
* - the power supply controller is part of the power unit as a whole. There are lines that 
connect the power supply controller to the actual power source, as seen in Fig. 4); 

a communication module for connecting with a network (Fig. 5-110); 

a second line for connecting said power supply controller to a processing unit in 
said network connectable equipment (col. 5 lines 39-43 - the power supply supplies 
power to the components and therefore a power supply line is necessarily present); and 

a third line for connecting said communication module and said power supply 
controller (col. 7 lines 55-57 and col. 8 lines 22-35), 

wherein said communication module determines whether a received frame is * 
destined to said network connectable equipment (col. 8 lines 22-27), and transmits said 
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power-on request to said power supply module via said power control line if said 
received frame is destined to said network connectable equipment, (col. 8 lines 27-35), 
and 

wherein said power supply controller is connected to an interrupt signal line for 
sending an interrupt signal to said processing unit, and sends said processing unit a 
request to start processing for turning off power via said interrupt signal line when a time 
period measured by a timer expires (col. 8 lines 41-45 - a timeout is a type of interrupt. 
The timeout starts the power down function of the system). 

Regarding claim 21: 
Allard teaches: 

wherein said power supply controller supplies power to said communication 
module even if portions other than said communication module are in a power-off state 
(col. 7 lines 61-66). 

Regarding claim 22: 
Allard teaches: 

a processing unit (Fig. 3 - 32), wherein if said power supply controller receives a 
power-on request via said third line (col. 8 lines 27-35), said power supply controller 
supplies power to said processing unit via said second line based on said power-on 
request (col. 8 lines 27-35). 
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Regarding claim 23: 
Allard teaches: 

wherein said power supply controller supplies power to portions other than said 
processing unit via said second line after it supplies power to said processing unit (col. 5 
lines 39-43). 

Regarding claim 24: 

Allard teaches: 

a power unit (Fig. 2 - 90); 

a first device (Fig. 3 -32); 

a second device (Fig. 5-110); 

a first line for connecting said power unit and said first device (col. 5 lines 39-43); 

and 

a second line for connecting said power unit and said second device (col. 7 lines 
55-57), 

wherein said power unit is connected to a power supply module for supplying 
power to said first device via said power supply module (Fig. 2 - 90), said power supply 
module comprises: 

a switch for turning on and off power supplied from said power unit to said first 
device (Fig. 4-91 ,92 and col. 6 lines 58-68), 

a switch controller for controlling said switch (Fig. 4-91 ,92 and col. 6 lines 58- 
68); and 
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a timer being connected to said power supply switch controller (col. 7 lines 53- 

57), 

wherein said power unit supplies power to said first line in response to a signal 
sent from said second device when said first line is in a power-off state and said second 
line is in a power-on state (col. 8 lines 22-35), said switch controller is connected to an 
interrupt signal line for sending an interrupt signal to said first device and sends said 
first device a request to start processing for turning off power via said interrupt signal 
line when a time period measured by said timer expires (col. 8 lines 41-45 - a timeout is 
a type of interrupt. The timeout starts the power down function of the system). . 

t 

i 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10 October 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Contrary to applicant's assertion, the claims as amended do not 
include all subject matter that was present in original claim 5, the base claim and any 
intervening claims, regardless of whether or not original claim 5 contained allowable 
subject matter. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marc Duncan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3646. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Beausoliel can be reached on 571-272-3645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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